
ITINERARY 4  Ravenna - La Verna 130 km 

On the first day (Ravenna Forlì-30km), after getting out of Ravenna along Via Roma, then off Via Cesarea, 

via Romea, we climb onto the banks of the Fiumi Riuniti, and then the Ronco river ones ;we continue an 

itinerary that crosess many towns and villages in a lovely peaceful scenary. But beforehand, we can visit the 

excavations of Sant'Apollinare in Classe and the Basilica itself to have an even more significant souvenir of 

Ravenna. After passing the highway - the Bagnolo village is worth visiting together with the Fornò church, 

we are at the Ronco village, the eastern outskirts of Forli that  can be reached by walking the bicycle path 

along the Via Emilia.                                            

On the second day (Forlì-Cusercoli 32kms) off again from the 

Ronco village by walking along the left bank of the Ronco river 

in a wonderful landscape, lush vegetation, lakes, a golf course. 

We arrive in Fratta Terme,a spa bath village,  then Meldola. A 

mixed man-made and natural track along the Ronco riverside 

up to Castelnuovo, and finally to Cusercoli, where the valley 

ends and the river disappears in the mountains: this stage says 

goodbye to the plain lands; let’s  start  climbing the Apennines. 

                                    

As a matter fact the Cusercoli-Santa Sofia stage  (20 km) features a full sliding track, halfway up the left 

bank of the river Ronco, the name of which has become Bidente. We cross Civitella, then Galeata and its 

archaeological remains; a visit to the Abbey of Sant'Ellero, a stop at the Church of Pianetto, unique example 

of Florentine architecture in Romagna, the climb to the castle of Pianetto can’t be missed . At last Santa 

Sophia welcomes us; its palaces along the river remind Florence. When in the Galeata village, we enter the 

territory of the former Grand Duchy of Tuscany. We are now close to the current border with Tuscany ; let’s 

enter the Casentino Forest Park.           

Let's start the Santa Sofia-Bagno di Romagna stage (25km) and climb the Colle 

Carnaio ; let’s go down to the hot springs of the Bagno di Romagna village after 

paying a visit to the hermitage of Corzano, then off to the one of the most 

beautiful stages, but also the most challenging because of the altitude and the 

steep track:   Bagno di Romagna-La Verna (km23). After walking a short stretch 

of an asphalt road,  we enter the forest from Gualchiere, a small recently 

recovered village: we climb along a path built on the rock, with even sections of 

an old pavement, the first one in  the Wildernes area (the first one in Italy), then 

the Nasseto meadows with a refuge, the ridge marl where a lot of care has to 

be given , the forest of Monte Zucchero  Dante, Passo Serra, gateway to the 

Holy Valley and Tuscany. We turn left and follow the GEA 00 path that , by 

crossing  small villages such as Serra di Sopra, Serra di Sotto, Corezzo, 

Frassineta, Pezza, Jonah, Moscaio, Banzena , Campi, Bibbiena, all of them along the historical route of the 

Via Romea, brings us to the Verna Sanctuary in 15 

kms; the Franciscan atmosphere is all around us  in a 

deep and penetrating peace that we can prove 

intensely by participating in the life of the friars for a 

day. 

 


