
 1 

FERRARA 

Emilia Romagna 

      Ferrara 

TAPPA  19  FERRARA-TRAGHETTO 

              Km 30    +40 -40        E 

 

Between the 7th and the 8th century, due to continued invasions which devastated Voghenza, the Bishop’s see was moved 
from this town to Borgo San Giorgio, situated on the right bank of the River Po, right opposite the 6th century Byzantine 
fort, which was on the left bank. This was the first settlement on the site of Ferrara, where is now the ancient cathedral of St 
Giorgio outside the walls. In the Romanesque age the city started its expansion on the opposite bank of the Po putting 
Borgo San Giorgio in the shadow. As a consequence the see of the Bishop was in 1135, moved inside the present 
Cathedral, in the centre of the city. These were the 
years in which the city begun to gain its autonomy 
which led to the birth of a Communal government in 
12th century. 
The city started to expand on its territory and a number 
of monumental buildings were erected, such as the 
Cathedral, and the Municipal Palace. Also several new 
roads radiated from the original grid: Ripagrande and 
its parallel “service road” Via Capo delle Volte, skirting 
the bank of the Po. The Este Family governed the city 
unchallenged for almost three centuries, from the 
capital of a small but culturally active Regional State. 
 

After leaving the city of the medieval Este Family we 
shall walk along pleasant little roads and some of them 
unpaved, often running along canals. Our end of stage 
is a small village next to the embankment of the River 
Reno.  
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Ferrara—Traghetto 
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The starting point of our stage is the castle of Ferrara. In fact Piazza Savonarola: leaving the moat of the castle on the 

right, we walk due south along Corso Martiri della Libertà, We pass the Cathedral, and straight on to Via Kennedy to the 

roundabout where we take Via Bologna,  
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we cross the Po di Volano, a branch of the greater Po and walk along the cycling lane flanking the highway for 3,5 

km, we then cross the railway and a second roundabout,  
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till we find a traffic light in front of the church of Chiesuole del Fosso where we turn left on Via Sammartina.  
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Straight ahead for 2,5 km, we pass over the super-highway  
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and 400 m on we come to Via Chiesa. We turn left and walk for 500 m, then turn right for 700 m, again right for 

250 m, then left for 900 m and  next to a farm we enter Via dell’Olmo.  
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We follow this typical road of the lowland reclamation, with numerous drainage canals for 4,5 km and arrive in 

Via Pandolfina, which we cross, the we also cross Provincial Highway SP22,  
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 to continue along a second reclamation road: Via Cavo Ducale, on for 4 km and passing through the locality of 

Boschetto, we arrive at Marrara, a suburb of Ferrara, a typical village of the “lowlands”, the result of land gained through 

reclamation of marshes; Today a water pumping centre for various canals of the Po di Primaro; Here is considerable 

church dating back to 1392, then Villa Antonelli of the XVI century and an oratory of the Holy Spirit dated 1848.  
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At Marrara we enter the Provincial Highway SP22 which we follow for a little less than 6 km, passing through 

Fornace Boari, with a short deviation, to St. Nicolò, Bova and Borgo Sacchi.  
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At the crossroad with Via Fascinata, we turn left and cross the River Po di Primaro; We turn sharp to the right into 

Via Zenzalino  
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which we follow for 700 m, we turn right on the embankment of the river and follow it for 2,5 km, often among rows 

of vines in vineyards and packes of oakland. We arrive at Ospedale Monacale, where we should visit a Museum 

of Peasant crafts in Villa Muratori, and the Delight of Est, Bevignante.  
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3,5 km more along the Po di Primaro and we will be at the ferry, after having arrived on the embankment on the right, 

at the end of our stage, Taghetto 
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with a possibility of an overnight stay at Molinella. 
 


