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The Association Via Romea Germanica: 

- officially born 15th June 2012 

- is in partnership with its German twin Romweg For-

derverein – Via Romea Stadensis 

- its members are governmental agencies and associa-

tions (ordinary members) and the public (supporting 

members) 

- is legally recognized as a private organization 

- works toward the constitution of the European Via 

Romea Germanica made of both Via Romea Stadensis 

(D) and Jerusalem Way (A). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives: 

1.  Historical reconstruction of the ancient route. 

2.  Enhancement of the landscape crossed, in co-
operation with the local inhabitants. 

3. Encouragement of the “Slow Walking” and pro-
motion of the sustainable life style. 

4. Unity of cultures and religions of Northern and 
Southern Europe. 

5. Contribution to the construction of a united 
and supportive Europe. 

Associated Public Administrations and 
Associations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Premises: 

Via Nefetti,3/e – 47018 S.Sofia FC 

www.viaromeagermanica.com 

info@viaromeagermanica.com 

tel. 366-1305777 / 329-2106197 
Banca di Forlì – Ag. S.Sofia 

IBAN: IT63K085 5668 0300 00000 274732 

BIC: ICRAITRRFG0 
C.F.: 92079160401 

In Germany: Via Romea Stadensis 

Förderverein „Romweg Abt Albert von Stade“ Am 

Weinberg 9, 38315 Schladen www.viaromea.de 
 

 
 
 

 

  Via Rome a 
 Germanica 

 
         Slow travelling  for  walkers, 

      cyclists and horse riders. 

http://www.viaromeagermanica.com/
mailto:info@viaromeagermanica.com
http://www.viaromea.de/


VIA ROMEA GERMANICA 

THE MAP 

 

THE HISTORY 

In the Herzog August Library in Wolfenbuttel a do-

cument is preserved, written in 1256, which 

describes a route connencting the Hansa city 

os Stade with Rome, for the benefit of pi l-

grims, and it includes stations such as Bolza-

no, Trento, the Valsugana Valley, Padova, Ferrara, 

Ravenna, Forlì, Meldola, Civitella, Bagno di Romagna, 

l’Alpe di Serra, Campi di Bibbiena, Subbiano, Arezzo, 

Ossaia, Castiglione del Lago, Orvieto, Montefiascone, 

Roma. 

 

The document, as part of the Annales Stadenses was 

made by the monk Albert in the  St. Maria of  Stade 

monastery, as a conversation between two pilgrim fri-

ers, Tirri and Firri, and describes various routes with 

precise details of places, distances and road condi-

tions, for the route to Rome and retourn. Among the  

routes described by Albert von Stade there is the earli-

est description of the Brenner road called “The Best 

Route (la Melior Via). 
 
A few years after the first voyage (1236) around 1250, 

a Benedictine Anglo Norman monk, Matthew Paris, 

well-known chronicler, drafted a colour map on 

parchment (now preserved in the British Library and 

published in 1895 by K.Miller) with the possible routes 

from the British Iles and France to Rome. Mattew too 

advises pilgrims to cross the Apennines at the Serra 

Pass (Alpe di Serra) as one of the most convenient 

passes over the Apennines. 

 

In the light of the importance of the Serra Pass, a re-

search started for the reconstruction of the road 

network for Rome and Jerusalem, including the Via 

Francigena in a project called “the Great Y” which 

from Rome leads to Brindisi and Jerusalem. 

The route described by 13th century churchmen is to-

day offered to latter day pilgrims who not for fashion 

but for cultural, spiritual or health reasons wish to 

walk the ancient roads, as the “rivers of history”, or 

the “arteries of the bloodstream of culture”, and re-

discover connections between peoples who only re-

cently have become separated by the frontiers of na-

tion States. Today such routes are necessary to create 

an Europe of the People, the great Communal Home of 

Cultures, of Traditions, of Spirituality, of Religiosity of 

all the Peoples of the Old Continent, in the name of 

Peace, Progress and Brotherly living. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Abbot Albert von Stade was born toward the end 
of the 12th century, and in 1232 became the Abbot of 
the Benedictine Monastery of the Holy Vergin Mary 
of Stade. On this Monastery Abbot Albert wandered 
to introduce a more severe discipline, according to 
the Cistercian rule, and having to get permission from 
the Pope Gregory IX in Rome, he undertook the long 
and hard journey to the centre of Christendom.  
 
While in the Monastery of the Minor Friar of St. John of 
Stade he took to writing the so-called Annales Sta-
denses, a Chronicle in Latin, describing the most impor-
tant ecclesiastical and political events, in his own times 
(see picture). It is this work that we find described the 
dialogue between two monks on the best ways to get to 
Rome. (edition 2017-02-10) 

 
Stade Santa Sofia 


