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CHIUSI                       TAPPA 29  VALLE SANTA—CHITIGNANO 

DELLA VERNA                                  km 20,4   +810  -990       E 

                LA VERNA CHITIGNANO    

                                   km10,8    +180 - 750      E    

The municipality of Chiusi della Verna extends over a vast territory including 

tracts of Eastern Casentino, and of the National Forest, it also includes the 

mighty “Sasso” (Stone) of La Verna.  The Latin word Clausum-Clusu, 

indicates a customs and there is indeed an ancient route coming from the 

Montefeltro on the Adriatic coast, leading to the Etruscan cities on the 

Tyrrhenian coast. The Casentino was traversed south to north by a Roman 

Road called Via Major in the Middle Ages, connecting as it still does today 

as a footpath Arezzo with the Mugello and Bologna. In the Middle Ages this 

road branched out at San Piero in Bagno, turning towards Santa Sofia and 

Forlì where it connected with the Via Emilia collecting pilgrims coming to 

Rome via the Moncenis, the Great St. Bernard, the Gottard, and the Brenner 

Passes. After the Frankish conquest of Italy, our road became a short cut for 

German Pilgrims entering Italy from the Brenner Pass, as an alternative to 

the Via Francigena far to the west. The Serra Pass has been in use since 

prehistory as excavations taking place in the early 1990s have produced flint 

tools, Etruscan and Roman remains and very early medieval building 

remains, probably a small chapel or a tower with three human skeletons 

buried in shallow graves. The pass was especially busy from the 12th to the 

14th century during the Jubilee years, started in 1300 by Pope Bonifatius 

VIII.  
Casa Santicchio 
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Casa Santicchio a great welcoming agriturismo with plenty of accommodation and a great kitchen where to eat in 

excellent company. We leave Casa Santicchio and we ford the stream of Pezza, a hamlet with an old church and a 

refurbished residence tower of the 11th century, and a spring of good water.  
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Continuing along trough mixed woodland we come to Giona, again with the remains of an 11th C. tower-house, 

a church and ruins of ancient houses.  
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The next is the village of Moscaio, then, once a castle, of Banzena, with remains of the precinct walls, of a keep 

reduced to a few stones, a watchtower, a church, and two tombstones dating to the 7th C. AD. Nearby is the site of 

an early Roman residence. There is here a fine agriturismo too.  
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The Via Romea after Banzena, on the way to the end Querceto is a road to walk along the Via della Dogana, a historic track for the 
transhumance sheep track leading from Romagna to Grosseto. We leave the Customs House and reach Villamagra from where you 
descend to Campi The valley of the river Corsalone below presents a picturesque scenery as one comes into view of the Arno valley in the 
far distance. This is part of the actual historical or archaeological section of our road, left out and forsaken by the network of modern 
highways. We go to Campi. 
Here if one wishes to halt for a visit to Bibbiena, from Querceto one follows the paved road to Santa Maria del Sasso (a 15th C. sanctuary 
and convent set up by the Medici of Florence.  Here refreshments and overnight stay are possibilities by agreement with the Dominican 
monks community. 
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From Campi we cross the river over the modern bridge, now connecting with the pilgrims way to La Verna, which we 

follow for about 1 Km to a place called “Chiappe di Marco” (Marco’s backside), where we turn right and continue over 

the watershed, descend to a farm called Camparsèna, an Etruscan placename;  
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we ford the Fosso Grande stream, we climb up to Sarna along an ancient steep road, now abandoned but formerly the 

main road to the castle, retaining its ancient 10th century keep, which became a residence of the local landlord until the 

early 20th century. By the south gate there is still the ancient pilgrims hospital. Transitorily we reach the cemetery of 

Sarna 
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then  Croce di Sarna. Here we take footpath 033 and descend to the village of Ròsina, another medieval village with an 

Etruscan name, where we enter the municipality of Chitignano.   
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 .  We descend to and cross the river aiming at reaching Chitignano which we have seen while descending the slope.  

  Chitignano  
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VARIANTE LA VERNA-CHITIGNANO  km10— Once at La Verna, to return to our Via Romea, we exit the Sanctuary from 

the ancient gate to La Beccia and follow path N° 043, we take the road to Bibbiena only to leave it shortly after to take path 

N° 033, or from La Beccia we turn right and we go to Chiusi della Verna, then we go to Vezzano and 1km for to return on 

the path N°33,  which we shall follow all the way downhill for about 7 Km, until we see on our right the start of path N° 042 

which will take us to Croce di Sarna.  


